
KENTWOOD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

MINUTES 

April 16, 2018 

 

Members Present: Gaffin, DeLuccia, DeBruyn, Clements, Coughlin, Swoboda, Green, Tyson 

Members Absent: Brandt 

 

Others Present: Lisa Golder, Economic Development Planner; Tom Chase, Kentwood Finance Director; 

Kentwood City Clerk Dan Kasunic; Deputy Finance Director Bhama Cairns; Mayor Stephen Kepley 

2.   Finance Report: 

 Chase gave the Finance report for the month ending January 31, 2018.  He said that the city was in 

the process of setting up electronic payments for C-2 Machining. 

 

 A motion was made by Green with support from DeBruyn to receive and file the financial 

statements for the month ending January 31, 2018.  

 

          --Motion Carried--  

 

Mr. Chase indicated that he has proposed a draft budget for the EDC fund, which would go to the City 

Commission for their approval at their April 17, meeting.  After discussion: 

 

 A motion was made by DeBruyn with support from Clements to approve the proposed EDC budget 

for 2018-2019. 

 

          --Motion Carried-- 

    

3.  Minutes 

A motion was made by Clements with support from DeBruyn to approve the minutes of March 

2018. 

 

--Motion Carried-- 

 

   

4.  Career Day discussion 

   The EDC members discussed the EKPS Career Day scheduled for May 3, 2018.Lisa was able to send 

names of companies that could be interested in participating in the Career Fair.  The businesses 

seemed pleased to be invited to the Career Fair and many said they would be interested in 

participating either now or in the future.  At present there are about 70 businesses and organizations 

participating in the event.   There was discussion about what else the city can do to assist.   The 

representative from the Employers Association, Maggie McPhee said she would be most interested in 



knowing what the city and/or schools are currently doing and how they might be able to match up 

employers or their staff with students to provide more information.   

 

The Mayor and Jim Swoboda discussed Challenge Days which is offered at KPS.  It is a one day activity 

for about 150 kids and adults.  There are small group discussions and the kids share their emotional 

challenges that they have had.  He recommended that the EDC members participate if they are able.  

The Mayor said that Bosch contributed money a few years ago for this project.  The activity will help 

students become better employees in the long term. Jim said that people need to commit time to 

solve problems in our society.  There were also discussions about federal policies that have incentives 

not to work, housing policies and homelessness, unmet health care needs.  There was also discussion 

about having a permanent office to arrange visits with businesses to meet the kids one on one—a 

business professional in residence.  Jim Green says that Lacks has done this and it was very successful 

for them. 

Challenge Days activities are in October.  Kentwood Community Foundation may be a sponsor.  EDC  

may consider a contribution as well.   

 

There was discussion about having Maggie McPhee of the Employers Association attend the next EDC 

meeting on June 18th.  The May EDC meeting is cancelled. 

 

Tony updated the Commission on Woodland Mall.   Von Maur is still set to open in October of 2019.  

There was discussion by Clements on the real estate projects in the area. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 


